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CAMBODIA 


Lon hel May Be certainty LIL 


fligh Political Council member Sirik Matak told 
CT lventerday that the Presi- 
ent had suffered another “stroke” early on the morning 


of 2 Culy. Word of Lon Nol'‘s °*.llness was conveyed to 
‘Matak by a Cambodian Army officar, who evidently is a 
member of the President's entourage. According to 
‘Matak, the officer stated that Lon Nol had “almost 
died," his breathing was quite labored, und his blood 
pressure was very high. The officer added that the 
President was ordered to bed for three days of com- 
plete rest and that he was forbidden to exert himself 
physically during that time. 


There has been no confirmation of Lon Nol's ill- 
megs. Matak is in no position to judge the exact 
nature of the President's ailment:, and it is possible 
the has merely had an attack of high biood pressure. 


a ed ee 
the President cou ave a second stroke at any time 


-aven though he has made a generally good recovery from 
the one in February 1971. 


Matak, meanwhile, appurently is not unduly con- 
cesned about the prospects for government stability 


in the face of Lon Wol's illness. He S| 25X11 
that he and the two remaining members Of the 
‘Hig Olitical Council could carry on effectively if 


Pp t were unable to continue in office. 
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however, are still on the road above the town. Com- 
munist forces are algo ranging aleng Route G6 near 
the Carry landing on the Tonle Sap River, but Cam- 
‘bodian Army elements have held on to posit2ons @long 
the road some ten miles east of the river deasyite 
several sharp engayements. South of Phnom Cenh, 
government commanders yeport little progress in 
securing sect..ons of Routes 3 and 201 bscause ot 
heavy Communist resistance. To the weat.,, faghtang 
has siuckened near Kompong Speu, but some jittery 
‘territorial untts have abandonea outposts north and 
south of the town in the past several deys. <A truck 


— reached Phnom Fenh ovar Route 4 an 2 anes 
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Slight Inureaoe tn Mtlitary Aottute: 


There has been some increase in fighting during 
the past few days, mostly in the few areas that are 
still hotly contested hy both sides. The sharpest 
action has been in Kontum Province, where the govern- 
ment has been using heavier air and artillery to try 
‘to recapture two villages west of ‘the provincial 
capital. There are indications that additional gov- 
ernment forces are being moved into the area for 
another drive againat the villages that could start 
as early as A July. 


8poradic clashes ware reported in Binh Dinh, 
Quang Ngai, and Queng Nam provinces., in areas where 
the govarnment is still trying to improve its con- 
‘trol, In the southern half of the country, South 
Vietnamese forces ciuim to have cleared segments of 
‘two roadways north and east of Saigon ‘but have lost 
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Another Hanot “Assistanue" Agraemant 


A Lao Communist delegation signed a “medical 
cooperation” agreement with the North Vietnamese 
Government in Hanoi late last week, according to 
the Vietnam News Agency.. This is ‘the third “assist~- 
ance" agreement in the past two months and-~like 
the others--may be designed in part to provide a 
cloak of legitimacy for a continued Neth Vietnamese 
presence in Laos. 
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